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Scott presses forward on teacher health
insurance contract
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Mon, 06/05/2017 - 10:52am -Vermont Business Magazine Governor Phil Scott and Representative Linda Joy Sullivan (D-BenningtonRutland) hosted dozens of Vermonters at a town hall-style meeting Friday in Dorset. Sullivan was one of several
House Democrats who voted for and nearly pushed through legislation that would create a statewide, teacher
health insurance plan. Democratic leadership and the teachers' union oppose Scott's proposal.
In Dorset, a press release said the discussion focused on the governor’s education savings proposal, which
would allow the state to realize up to $26 million in annual education savings available through a transition in
school employees’ health plans, while investing nearly $50 million to keep out-of-pocket costs the same.
“The change in school employee health plans presents a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to make Vermont more
aﬀordable with up to $26 million in annual education savings, and we can do it without harming teachers or

cutting programs,” Gov. Scott told the Dorset residents in attendance. “This opportunity is too important to
pass up. We are looking at up to $26 million in savings each year, and we will not get another bite at this
apple.”
Representative Sullivan, who was one of 74 House members who voted for the “Beck Amendment,” joined
Scott and constituents to discuss this proposal and the opportunities to achieve these savings. The “Beck
Amendment” incorporated the governor’s proposal into the property tax yield bill, H509, but was defeated
when Speaker Mitzi Johnson cast a rare vote, creating a tie, which killed the proposal.
“We have a real opportunity to make Vermont more aﬀordable, something I’ve heard my constituents call for
loudly. You’ve pleaded for fiscal responsibility and restraint, and we’re listening,” Representative Sullivan said
in a statement.
Governor Scott has said he intends to veto the yield
bill and the budget to allow for continued negotiation
with lawmakers to ensure these savings are
achieved. At a press conference last Wednesday, he
reiterated that commitment.
However, he also said that while he is working toward
finding a compromise on this issue, he would not let
the government close down over this issue and, thus,
would sign the budget and yield bills eventually
regardless.
The teachers' union has worked against Scott's plan
saying it would take away a key component of
collective bargaining and would reduce local control
for school boards. Teachers are not state employees
and currently all teacher contracts, including health
insurance plans, are negotiated locally.
“The budget will overpay school districts by $13
million this fiscal year, and that is why I will veto both
the budget and the yield bills when they arrive on my
desk. I know we can come to an agreement, and when
we do, the budget – and Vermonters – will be better
for it,” Scott said.
Source: Governor. 6.2.2017

Subscribe
Join our free eNewsletter
Email Address

Additional eNewsletters
Weekly
Weekly
Weekly
Weekly
Weekly
Subscribe

eHealth
eNewsmakers
e/eNewsletter
Roundup
Events

Vermont Business Magazine
2,606 likes

Contact Us

Like Page

3 friends like this

Vermont Business Magazine
14 hrs

Serious Business...Serious News. #VBM
#VermontBusinessMagazine

enews | VNA may join UVMHN;…
MAILCHI.MP

Like

Comment

Share

Recent Comments
Christopher C. Moll
Why doesn't the penalty include an obligation for the store to go back through its records. Identify all the
shoppers who have overpaid and require the store to pay the customers back? And nobody...
Dollar General fined over $210,000 in four years · 1 day ago
Alyce Stein
The Democrats are "subservient to the teachers' union," and perceived to be "taking a back seat to a special
interest group," while their own constituents are economically struggling. Instead of...
Smith: Scott's defining moment, alright already · 1 day ago
Holly Killary
Please note correction: Road Pitch 2017 is the fourth year of this pitch event.
2017 Road Pitch schedule and prize package revealed · 2 days ago

Dee Steﬀan
This President will do down in history as a one-man wrecking ball of a nut job whose reckless actions jeopardized
not only Americans, but all of mankind. I am astounded that members of his own...
Vermont leaders lash out at Trump withdrawal from Paris accord · 3 days ago
Pamela
Hopefully, Mr Pruitt will see the value and need for these grants will go through.
Southern Vermont orgs to get $700,000 in brownfields grants · 3 days ago
Christopher C. Moll
Why doesn't the penalty include an obligation for the store to go back through its records. Identify all the
shoppers who have overpaid and require the store to pay the customers back? And nobody...
Dollar General fined over $210,000 in four years · 1 day ago
Alyce Stein
The Democrats are "subservient to the teachers' union," and perceived to be "taking a back seat to a special
interest group," while their own constituents are economically struggling. Instead of...
Smith: Scott's defining moment, alright already · 1 day ago
Holly Killary
Please note correction: Road Pitch 2017 is the fourth year of this pitch event.
2017 Road Pitch schedule and prize package revealed · 2 days ago
Dee Steﬀan
This President will do down in history as a one-man wrecking ball of a nut job whose reckless actions jeopardized
not only Americans, but all of mankind. I am astounded that members of his own...
Vermont leaders lash out at Trump withdrawal from Paris accord · 3 days ago
Pamela
Hopefully, Mr Pruitt will see the value and need for these grants will go through.
Southern Vermont orgs to get $700,000 in brownfields grants · 3 days ago
Powered by Disqus

Contact VBM
Vermont Business Magazine
365 Dorset Street
South Burlington, Vermont 05403

Phone: 802.863.8038
Fax: 802.863.8069

Events
New UVM summer program for family businesses begins July 10
Monday, July 10, 2017 - 9:00am
REV2017: Renewables for All, on October 2 & 3
Tuesday, October 3, 2017 - 9:00am
“The Art of Fermentation” at Sterling College Aug 14-18
Friday, August 18, 2017 - 9:00am

Lists
Vermont Food Producers
Governor's Award
Town Clerks
Elected Oﬃcials
Vermont Nonprofit Charitable Organizations
State Senate
Technology
Legislators

Subscribe
Email Address
Additional eNewsletters

Weekly eHealth
Weekly eNewsmakers
Weekly e/eNewsletter
Subscribe

Magazine

News

Company Database

Contact VBM

Events

Annuals

People In The News

Lists

Advertise

Calendar of Events

Subscribe

Special Events

This website developed by OFF GRID MEDIA LAB
Copyright © Vermont Business Magazine, 2014-2017

Login

